Reading Analysis Essay Prompt 1


Month:  September 
NAME:    Mrs. Goodman’s model

CLASS:   6th grade
Title: 
  The Rainbow Fish

 Author:    Marc Pfister
1. Genre: Underline one: 

Fiction: Historical, Realistic, Fantasy, Folktale / Fable, Myth, Legend, Mystery
         
Non-Fiction: Informational, Biography, Autobiography, Memoir
2. Write the definition of the genre of this book:
A fable or allegory is a story or poem with a moral or lesson for living life as a good

person.
Prompt 1: Determine a theme (big meaning) of a text and write a summary that conveys that theme.

The Rainbow Fish by Marc Pfister tells the story of the Rainbow Fish who wants all the other fish to admire his shiny scales.  However after the Rainbow Fish insults the Little Blue Fish, all the other fish ignore Rainbow Fish until he learns that friendship is more important than possessions.


At the beginning of the story, the Rainbow Fish wants all the other fish to admire him.  He swims around flashing his scales until the day the Little Blue Fish asks Rainbow Fish to share.  Rainbow Fish is so outraged; he insults the Little Blue Fish.  From that time forward, all the fish swim away when Rainbow Fish comes around.


As the story moves forward, Rainbow Fish seeks the advice of the Starfish.  Starfish doesn’t know why the other fish don’t like Rainbow Fish, but he suggests Rainbow Fish to visit the Wise Octopus.  Rainbow Fish does visit the octopus, who advises Rainbow Fish to share his special shiny scales.  Rainbow Fish does not think this is a good idea and swims hesitantly away.


At that moment, Little Blue Fish shows up again and asks (again) for a shiny scale.  Rainbow Fish thinks about it and then decides to share only one scale.  When he sees how happy Little Blue Fish becomes, he feels good about having shared the scale.  Eventually all the other fish show up, and Rainbow Fish shares his shiny scales until he has only one left. But that doesn’t matter, because the Rainbow Fish feels good about making others feel good, and he has made friends in the process.  Rainbow Fish ends up feeling like he belongs with the other fish and doesn’t mind having given up his special shiny scales.  

Rainbow Fish has learned that friends and friendship are far more important than possessions.
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